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KEY ISSUES.

Our Angling Association has clearly defined legal title deeds to all our waters. These detail
the extent and rights of fishing and access to the waters we own or lease.

No recreational activity should have adverse effects on the environment, wildlife or an
amenity important to other users.

Tourism is the biggest contributor to the economy of our area. Walking, cycling and climbing
are significant attractors to our area but one of the biggest attractions is the fishing in our
rivers, lakes and in the sea. These are the mainstay of income for hotels, guesthouses and
caravan sites. Locally there are at least two caravan sites where many of the static caravans
are owned by anglers, who have season fishing permits and licences and spend much of the
season here with friends and families.

Anglers actively contribute to the maintenance of rivers bank-side vegetation and habitat,
fencing, bridges and stiles, sometimes bearing the costs or sharing them with the
Environment Agency. It is important to anglers that they also have good relationships with
farmers and other landowners who often have agreements to allow access over their land.

It must be seen that to have two activities, which are as incompatible as angling and
canoeing, competing for the same water, can only lead to confrontation, as past experiences
have shown. Anglers will “vote with their feet” and will find somewhere else to practice their
hobby in peace.

Sometimes angling (particularly game angling) is regarded as an elitist sport for the wealthy
but this is far from the truth. Game anglers come from all walks of life but even those on very
modest incomes are prepared to spend considerable amounts if money on the permits and rod

licences, which they must have, to enjoy their sport.

It is doubtful whether canoeists would be happy to buy licences and permits but even if they
were the conflict would still arise. The biggest loser would be the local economy and the loss
would not be made up by the relatively small numbers of canoeists who tend to turn up with

a canoe on a roof rack and disappear at tea-time.



