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Access to inland waters 

As the Secretary of 'Hoylake Fly Fishers' I have been asked by the 
committee and membership (80+ members) to send this letter in 
response to the WCA campaign to gain free access to Welsh rivers. 

Our opinion is that there should be designated areas for canoeists, and permission 
obtained, not a free to roam right and impact on the activities of other river users, 
who do these people think they are? 
If anglers pay to access stretches of water why should canoeists get access for free? 

I. Stretches of rivers which we have an interest in. 
We have particular interests in the following stretches of rover, the fishing rights 
of which are controlled by our associated clubs, andlor rented by ourselves from 
these clubs or riparian owner act.. as indicated: 

Welsh Dee (Bangor on Dee Salmon Angling Association) - (Bala and 
District AA) - (Rhewl - Private ownership) 
Trywern, Llanfar, Lliw - (Bala District AA) 
Elwy, Clwyd (Rhyl + St Asaph) 
Mawdach + Winion (Dolgellau A,) 

2. We at HFF are happy that our current legal rights are clear and well defined 
on these stretches of water. 

3. We do not want to see any changes to our tun-ent legal rights. 

Other k:ey issues: 

(a). Allowing paddlers unlimited access to Welsh rivers is likely to be unlawful 
with respect to the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheres Act (1 975) which protects 
spawnir~g fish and, in the case of salmon & sea trclut their redds, from 
disturbance. 

(b). Can~oeists give the entirely false impression - aacked up by some ludicrous 
statistics - that they have little or no access to runliing water in Wales. To start 
with the,re is a free navigation on all tidal stretches of rivers and Wales has the 
second highest tidal reach in the world. The tidal s:retches of some Welsh rivers 
can easily amount to a quarter of their whole length. 

(c). We object to the deceitful way in which the WC:A has withdrawn from some 
perfectly good access agreements to try to show the Assembly that they don't 
have enough water, whilst still continuing to give ingress and egress points on 
maps in their website, so inciting trespass. 




