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What is the National Assembly for Wales?

We are a group of five people
who work as Assembly Members
at the National Assembly for
Wales in Cardiff.

People in Wales have
voted for us to do this and it’s
our job to make sure that the
people who make decisions
about things like how to spend
money (called the Welsh
Government) are doing a good
job. Our group is called the
Children and Young People
Committee.




Hi,
I’'m Helen Mary Jones, Assembly Member for
Llanelli and Chair of the Children and Young People
Committee. It’s my job to help the Committee to
consider the issues affecting children and young
people in Wales and to help the Committee agree
about what we should ask the Welsh Government
to do about them.

Last summer, children and young people in
Wales told us that they were worried about having
places where they felt safe and welcome, where they
could play or just be with their friends. We decided
to investigate this so since December last year, we
have been getting evidence from lots of different
people about safe places to play and hang out.

Children and young people told us that
sometimes they don’t play outside with their friends
because they or their parents are scared of the
strangers they might meet. They are also worried
about bullying outside of school. We spoke to the
police and others about this, which gave us some
ideas about how we might make going outside
feel safer.

Lots of children and young people told us that cars
and traffic were stopping them play outside safely.
We have spoken to the people in charge of building
roads and saying how fast cars can go and where they
can park. They gave us lots of ideas about how the
situation might be improved, but also told us that it
was a difficult problem to solve. We hope to give the
Government some useful advice on how to make

cars share the streets with children and young people
in a fairer way.

We thought about lots of other things that
might be stopping children and young people play
and hang out safely. We will be publishing a report
soon that will give advice to the Welsh Government
about how to solve some of these problems. Watch
out for the report on our website!

Helen Mary Jones, Chair
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A day in the life of Angela Burns AM




Every four years, the Assembly has to close down

for a while to let the people of Wales decide who

they want to represent them for the next four years.
To do this, we hold an election. An election means
that everyone over the age of 18 can vote and have
their say on who they want in the Assembly and
which political party they want to form a government.
The next election is due in May 2011. We expect some
of the politicians we have now to be chosen again

to represent the people of Wales, but we also know
that some of the politicians we have now have
decided to stop working at the Assembly next year.
Others may not win enough votes and so will

not be able to come back. This means that we will
have some new politicians working at the Assembly
next year.

Because the new politicians coming in to the
Assembly may not know what issues the committees
have talked about in the past, or what they would
have thought about next, each committee writes
areport that sums up those issues for the new
committee. After the election, the new committee
members can read the reports and decide quickly
what issues they should be thinking about and what
things in Wales need improving.

The Children and Young People Committee
will be writing its report in January 2011. That means
that you have just a few months to get in touch with
us if there are any issues that you think should be in
that report. What is bugging you or your friends? Is
there anything that the Government should be doing
to help you in your life that isn’t working well at the
moment? We’d love to hear from you so that we can
make sure the work we do on your behalf is as good
as it can be.

Details of how to get in touch with the
Committee are in the ‘contact us’ section of this
newsletter. Go on, have your say!
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Y Senedd




Here are some interesting facts and figures
about the Senedd:




The Committee will have three more meetings
this term on the following dates — 02 November,
16 November and 30 November.

The Children’s Commissioner was
invited to the first meeting of the term to talk
to the Committee about his annual review
2009 — 2010. The Commissioner is invited
every year to talk to the Committee about his
annual review.

The Committee will spend its next two
meetings reviewing a report that they published
in May 2009, called ‘Parenting in Wales and the
Delivery of the Parenting Action Plan’. In the
report a number of recommendations were made
to the Welsh Government. The Committee has
asked some witnesses to come to these meetings
to tell them how things have changed since the

recommendations were made. The Deputy Minister
for Children will also be attending to update the
Committee on what the Welsh Government has done
since the recommendations were made. Following
these meetings the Committee will write a new report
on their findings which will be sent to the Deputy
Minister for Children.

During the last two meetings of term
the Committee will be looking at the Welsh
Government’s draft budget. The budget sets out
all the things that the Welsh Government will spend
its money on in the year. The Deputy Minister for
Children will be invited and questioned about the
budget. The Committee will also be inviting some
witnesses in to explain how the budget will affect
their organisations. The Committee will then write
areport on their findings which will be sent to the
Finance Committee.




For a list of inquiries that are currently being carried
out by other committees go to

Plenary takes place every week on Tuesday
and Wednesday afternoons. Every Tuesday a business
statement is made in Plenary which outlines what
is coming up in the following three weeks. On 29
September the Minister for Children, Education
and Lifelong Learning answered questions in Plenary.
On 06 October the Children and Young People
Committee held a debate on its report published
in May on the ‘Arrangements for the placement
of Children into Care’. For an up to date business
statement go to
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http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-assembly-publications-research/bus-assembly-publications-monitoring-services/bus-assembly-publications-committee-inquiries.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber.htm

During 2011, the people of Wales will have three
opportunities to vote. Over the next few months the
Assembly bus will be touring Wales to find out what
you think about voting. If you would like to find out
more about the tour and when it will be in your area,
please visit:

You can also have your say on the Assembly’s
new online voting guestbook:



http://www.assemblywales.org/gethome/get-assembly-area/get_involved-outreach_bus.htm
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Children and Young People Committee
FREEPOST SWC 3358

Cardiff Bay

CF99 1GY

E: Children.&YoungPeopleCommittee@Wales.gov.uk
T: 029 2089 8149
F: 029 2089 8021

Follow the Assembly on Facebook and Twitter
and see us on Flickr, YouTube and Vimeo.



mailto:Children.%26YoungPeopleCommittee%40Wales.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-National-Assembly-for-Wales/88236679583?v=info
http://twitter.com/assemblywales
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalassemblyforwales/
http://www.youtube.com/user/AssemblyCynulliad
http://vimeo.com/assemblywales

E: Children.&YoungPeopleCommittee@Wales.gov.uk
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